Legionella pneumophila pericarditis proved by culture of pericardial fluid.
Serogroup 1 Legionella pneumophila was isolated from the pericardial fluid of a nonimmunosuppressed patient with pulmonary infiltrates, cardiac tamponade, and histologic evidence of pericarditis. This is the first reported case in which the association of L. pneumophila infection and pericarditis has been proved by growth of the organism from pericardial fluid. Physicians caring for patients with pericarditis of unknown cause should consider L. pneumophila in their differential diagnosis because special diagnostic efforts and relatively specific therapy are required for its optimal management.